
CHILDCARE AND PARENT SERVICES (CAPS) 
 
WHAT IS CAPS? 
The Childcare and Parent Services (CAPS) program subsidizes the cost of child care to help 
low income families afford safe quality child care. The CAPS program provides subsidies 
directly to child care providers selected by eligible families.  
 
The Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) and the Department of Early Care and 
Learning (DECAL) partner to ensure CAPS eligibility services are available for residents in all 
159 counties in Georgia.  Eligibility for the CAPS program is determined through local county 
Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) offices. 
 
HOW DOES A FAMILY APPLY FOR CAPS? 
Georgia residents can apply for child care subsidies online at www.compass.ga.gov. Families 
can also report changes and renew their benefits online once they begin receiving assistance 
through the CAPS program. Additional information about the CAPS program can be found at 
http://dfcs.dhs.georgia.gov/subsidized-child-care-assistance. 
 
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE CAPS PROGRAM? 
The purpose of the CAPS program is to subsidize the cost of child care for low-income families 
to help them afford safe quality child care.  Child care subsidies through the CAPS program 
are authorized to support the parental authority (the adult responsible for the child) to work or 
participate in a state approved education or training program. 
 
WHO CAN RECEIVE ASSISTANCE THROUGH THE CAPS PROGRAM? 
Georgia families with young children who meet both income and program requirements can 
receive assistance through the CAPS program.     
 
WHAT IS REQUIRED OF CAPS RECIPIENTS? 
The parental authority who receives assistance through the CAPS program must participate in 
a state approved activity for an average of 24 hours per week.  Children must be US citizens or 
legal residents and under age 13. The age can be extended to 18 if the child has special 
needs. A child is considered special needs in the CAPS program if the child has a medical, 
behavioral, or mental diagnosis that makes them incapable of caring for themselves.  Written 
verification is required from a physician, psychiatrist, or certified psychologist.  Proof of SSI 
benefits, and an IEP from school or a service plan from Babies Can’t Wait is also acceptable 
verification. 
 
In addition to meeting program requirements, most families must also share in the cost of child 
care services.  The parental authority’s share in the cost of care is an assessed fee based on 
the family’s gross annual income and the number of children subsidized by the CAPS program.  
This fee is a family fee and not assessed to every child.     
 
HOW LONG CAN A FAMILY RECEIVE ASSISTANCE THROUGH THE CAPS PROGRAM? 
There is not a time limit for receiving assistance through the CAPS program. Families can 
receive assistance with the cost of child care through the CAPS program as long as they meet 
program requirements.   
 
HOW IS THE CAPS PROGRAM FUNDED? 
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The CAPS program receives funding from both the federal government and the state of 
Georgia.  Child Care and Development Funds (CCDF) are allocated to the state of Georgia 
from the Administration of Children and Families (ACF).  DECAL is the lead agency in Georgia 
and receives the CCDF allocation from ACF. 
 
2013 STATISTICS: 
Child Care and Development Fund – September, 2013 
 
Children 
98.6% of children were served in licensed care 
1.1% of children were cared for by relatives 
School-age children (ages 6 and older) constitute 31.8% of all children served 
53,186 children were served  
 
Families 
86.1% of families received subsidies because of employment 
91.9% of families had co-payments, at an average of 9.8% of income 
The average number of children served per family was 1.8 
87.3% of families were headed by a single parent 

 
 
 
 


